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man, having both hands clenched in the folds of a great serpent which is writhing in his grasp with its head close to the Crown; whence the Serpent is often said "to be licking the Crown." The constellation is of great antiquity, as the records show that it was known to the ancients twelve hundred years before the Christian era. Homer refers to it, and Aratos clearly describes the figure in the following lines:
His feet stamp Scorpion down, enormous beast, Crushing the monster's eye and platted breast. With outstretched arms he holds the Serpent's coils, His limbs it folds within its scaly toils, With his right hand its writhing tail he grasps, Its swelling neck his left securely clasps, The reptile rears its crested head on high, Reaching the seven-starred Crown in Northern sky.
There is something remarkable in the central position of this constellation. It is situated almost exactly in the mid-heavens, being nearly equidistant from the Poles, and midway between the vernal and autumnal equinoxes. The commanding location of the constellation makes the figure and its intended representation especially significant.
Manilius thus refers to the Serpent-Bearer:
Next Ophiuchus strides the mighty snake, Untwists his winding folds and smooths his back, Extends his bulk, and o'er the slippery scale His wide stretched hands on either side prevail. The snake turns back his head and seems to rage That war must last where equal power prevails.
In Greek mythology Ophiuchus was the great physician JEsculapius, with whose worship serpents were always associated, as symbols of prudence, wisdom, renovation, and the power of discovering herbs, and the constellation was often called ".^sculapius" or "the god of medicine."
^Esculapius was said to have been educated by his father Apollo, or by the centaur Chiron, and was the earliest than two bodies are concerned in the case of £ Lyrae." This star is one of ten that are said to be pear-shaped, a fact that may account for its light variations.d.an get, not merely that it was
